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A city of good food for all — Launch of Food
by Ward: Food Assets and Opportunities
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SSIP is a network of organizations and residents in
Steeles L’Amoreaux. It
works to address community issues, connect people
with resources in their
neighbourhood and
strengthen resident voice in
shaping their community.
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Great cities are shaped by their ability to
nourish their residents. Yet 12% of Torontonians are food insecure and over 896,900
people visited food banks in Toronto last year.
Seeing this, Toronto Food Policy Council
launched Food by Ward: Food Assets and
Opportunities in Toronto on May 3.
Food by Ward showcases Toronto’s food
assets and activities, and calls for greater
attention to food as an integral element of our
urban system. Food by Ward aims to:



Grow the City of Toronto’s appetite for
using food assets to solve city problems.



Make it easier for City staff and officials
to see and use community food assets
strategically.



Inspire, support and guide community
food champions in their work.



Strengthen and connect local and citywide food networks.



Advocate for the equitable distribution
of food assets in all 44 wards across the
city.

Food champions play an important role in this
initiative. They build relationships with their
City councillors, discussing the food priorities
and assets in their wards in hopes that their
councillors will commit to being ‘food friendly
councillors’ and help make positive changes
towards improving the food assets in their
wards.

It was my pleasure to attend the launch of
Food by Ward at City Hall. The event was jam
packed with food champions and 12 supportive ‘food friendly councillors’. This is a good
start to the work that needs to be done to
make Toronto a city where all residents have
access to good food. Food champions are
working hard to get their councillors on
board.
I long for the day when all 44 City councillors
come together to advocate for their residents,
enhancing access to food assets in underserved areas. As a food champion for wards
39 and 41, my heart will be thrilled and leap
for joy when these two underserved wards
overflow with an abundance of food assets
enjoyed by the residents.

In front of the food asset map of Scarborough.

Agincourt Library renovation
library will remain open during the renovation;
however the program room and the second
floor (including collections and computers) will
not be available during this time.

Agincourt Library is undergoing renovations to
enhance its space and offer new services. These
include a digital innovation hub, an expanded
teen zone, two new program rooms and a laptop counter for expanded study space. The

The renovation is expected to take about nine
months to complete. To view the design plans
and for more information on the renovated
spaces and service enhancements please speak
with branch staff or contact: Sulekha Sathi, Library Service Manager, Agincourt District,
Toronto Public Library at 416-396-8957 or
ssathi@torontopubliclibrary.ca.

Steeles/L’Amoreaux Neighbouhood Association walk
Don’t miss SSIP’s
neighbourhood walk on
June 11! It will start at
Agincourt Library, where
you can check out a
pedometer to track the
number of steps you take
in a day! Contact SSIP
(back page) for more info.

The Steeles L’Amoreaux Neighbourhood Association organized a community walk on May 1.
The 40 people who participated started from
one of three different locations. Each group
walked towards a common meeting place at
Bridlewood Mall and then shared info on community programs they’re involved in.
Some of the programs and activities highlighted
were:








 Ping Pong program
 Chinese Folk Dance program
 Pow Wow event (June 25 from 12-4 pm
at Chester Le Park)

 ESL classes in July at Chester Le Community Corner

 Chester Le Diverse Community Garden
Extension

Beyond Academics Afterschool program
Mother’s Day celebration
Tai Chi Instructors program
Mental Health and You program
Nylon Flower Making program
Steeles/L’Amoreaux Neighbourhood
Assoc.

Consultation on Strategy for a Safer Ontario
On May 12 MPP Soo Wong hosted a community
consultation meeting on the Strategy for a Safer
Ontario.
Yasir Naqvi, Minister to Community Services
and Correctional Services, initiated the review of
the Police Services Act to transform policing and
make Scarborough an even safer place to live.
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Over 40 residents, as well as Councillors Jim
Karygiannis and Chin Lee, attended this meeting,
held at Chester Le Community Corner. Attendees shared their thoughts and experiences on
issues related to policing and community safety,
including how to build effective relationships

between the community and the police, the role
of community programs in promoting a safe
community, and ensuring civilian governance on
the Police Services Board is meaningful. Also
raised was the role of technology (e.g. body
cams, cell phones), internet fraud and safety, and
privacy issues around data collection.
Concerns about community safety can be hard
to overcome, especially when neighbouhoods
are stereotyped. Residents were very thoughtful
and articulate in providing their input and sharing
how we can move beyond stereotypes to create
safer neighbourhoods for all.

Resident-led projects in Steeles L’Amoreaux
styles of Tai Chi and will include demonstrations
around the community.
The residents wanted to start the Tai Chi project because it’s an opportunity for people to
come together, learn a new skill that will benefit
their own health as well as share this skill with
groups of all ages across the community.

Action for Neighbourhood Change (ANC) is
supporting a number of Resident Action Grant
projects in the community.
One project, called Mental Health and You, aims
to teach community members strategies for
looking after their mental health and how to
cope with common stressors. Myths and stigmas
associated with mental health issues will also be
discussed. Workshops are delivered by trained
mental health community ambassadors.

The project participants say that it gives the
seniors a chance to give back to other groups by
teaching a Tai Chi class that will benefit their
physical and mental well-being.
Instructors are available to come out to community groups. Registration is open for the August
2016 session.

Mental health
workshops and Tai Chi
demonstrations will be
happening around the
community.

For more information about Mental Health and
You and the Tai Chi project please call 416-4913456 ext. 411.

The mental health topics are covered over two
workshops, which will be repeated in five different locations around Steeles L’Amoreaux.
Another current ANC project involves training
50 residents to be Tai Chi instructors. The 18week project will teach residents three different

Civic Awareness Project — a civic journey
and beyond
From February to
May 2016, a group
of committed newcomers took part in
ACSA’s CAP workshop series which
was held at the
Scarborough Civic
Centre Library, the newest library in Toronto.
The learning journey began with an introduction
to Canada’s political system and democracy and
then took us to key civic spaces including
Queen’s Park and City Hall and meeting our
elected officials. Participants learned about civic
campaigns and tools for civic action, including
public consultations and surveys to learn how
we can improve our neighbourhoods by increas-

ing access to city services (such as libraries) and
improving transit.
The next workshop series will begin in August,
with events to be held throughout the summer.
For more information please contact
kanna@agincourtcommunityservices.com.

The CAP group at Queen’s Park.
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Toronto’s Poverty Reduction Strategy
In November 2015, after numerous community
conversations across Toronto, city council voted
to pass its first poverty reduction strategy (PRS).
TO Prosperity came about through engaging residents in conversations on how to address complex poverty issues. The city’s is built on six key
issues: housing stability, service access, transit
equity, food access, quality jobs and livable wages
and systemic change.

The Lived Experience
Advisory Group (LEAG)
will advise the City on
its implementation of
the Poverty Reduction
Strategy.

Ongoing community engagement
continues to be an integral part of
TO Prosperity. As part of its implementation and accountability
strategy, a Lived Experience Advisory Group (LEAG), comprised of
people who have experienced
poverty, will advise the City on its
implementation of the Poverty
Reduction Strategy.
In order to provide input on the LEAG, several
community conversations took place throughout
Scarborough in March and April 2016 with about
300 community members. They took place at
the Scarborough Civic Centre, the Dorset Park
Community Hub, Birchmount Bluffs Neighbourhood Center, Agincourt Community Services
Association, TAIBU Community Health Center,
Bridletowne Park Church and Silver Springs
Apartment Complex.

was that the LEAG ought to act as a bridge
between the City of Toronto and the city’s residents. This would entail educating and informing
the City about the ongoing lived realities and
examples of the diversity of people living in poverty. This would also mean connecting with the
frontline to learn about ongoing realities of poverty. The LEAG should be an inclusive group
that is sensitive to the vulnerability of those with
lived experience of poverty and
aware of the power difference
between government and individuals. As well, the LEAG would
share information about the Poverty Reduction Strategy with the
community.
Community members voiced that
the LEAG should hold the City
accountable for ensuring the PRS
is implemented and that achievements are monitored with a report card; missing pieces and
problems are identified; and both short and longterm progress is made.
Community members want the Lived Experience
Advisory Group to ensure that the voices of
those who live with poverty are heard throughout the process and that people especially hard
hit by poverty, including seniors, newcomers and
youth, are not left out

A key idea voiced throughout the conversations

Making TTC more affordable
As part of the
City of Toronto’s
Poverty Reduction Strategy, the
City is looking at
ways to improve
transit equity by
making transit more affordable for low-income
residents and improving transit services in the
inner suburbs.
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To address affordability, City staff are analyzing
options for discounted transit fare. To inform
the process, the City created a survey targeted
at low-income residents who would most benefit
from a fare-geared-to-income transit pass. Over

4,500 people completed the survey, including
many in Steeles L’Amoreaux; results will be
made available soon.
Residents can also provide their input by making
a deputation at City Hall. If you’re interested in
learning more about this, there is a Deputation
Prep & Practice session on May 26, 2016 from
1:00-3:00 p.m. at ACSA’s main site. Please contact kanna@agincourtcommunityservices.com
for more information.
It is expected that at the September 28 Board
meeting the TTC Commission will propose options for a fare-geared-to-income.

Celebrating National Canadian Film Day
SSIP held a free screening of Last Train Home at
Chester Le Community Corner as part of National Canadian Film Day on April 20. All across
the country people celebrated Canadian film by
watching a great Canadian movie.

disruption and intergenerational tensions that
arise from immigrating. As local resident, Bibi
Hamid, who came to watch the film says, “We’re
all just trying to create a better life for ourselves.”

This initiative was started by REEL CANADA, a
non-profit organization dedicated to promoting
Canadian film to high schools, newcomers and
Indigenous communities.

Last Train Home is available through the Toronto
Public Library. Agincourt branch has a copy available for borrowing. We are grateful to REEL
CANADA for including SSIP in National Canadian Film Day 2016!

Last Train Home, directed by Lixin Fan, is a documentary about a family in China that is caught up
in the annual trip from cities to countryside for
Chinese New Year. Millions of rural Chinese
migrant workers who go to the cities to work in
factories have only this one opportunity a year
to go home to see their families.
Though the documentary is set in China it deals
with a universal subject: parents making sacrifices
so their children can have a better standard of
living. Many newcomers to Canada have felt the

New fresh produce markets
Scarborough residents
now have two more options for picking up fresh
produce.
Victoria Park subway station has a Good Food
Market on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Fruits and
vegetables are fresh and reasonably priced.

You can now buy fresh fruits, vegetables, and
other healthy foods at Expressmart, located at
3930 Lawrence Ave E. The store is conveniently
open 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Stop by
the store for key cutting, faxing and photocopying, phone cards, stamps and more.

Gearing up for the growing season
With the weather
finally beginning to
warm up many of us
are looking forward to
seeing more green
outdoors! For some,
it’s also a time to start
planting vegetables to
enjoy throughout the
summer. This is a
great way to include delicious fresh veggies and
herbs in your meals. Growing your own vegetables is easy to do even in small spaces. Many

plants grow well in containers—no backyard
necessary!
The City of Toronto has free compost for residents. The compost comes from the yard trimmings and Green Bin contents collected by the
City. It is an excellent source of nutrients for
garden plants when added to the soil. You can
pick up compost at the Community Compost
Day on Saturday, May 28, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
at Bridlewood Mall.

Great vegetables to
grow in containers:

Tomatoes

Cucumbers

Green beans

Peppers and
chilies

Radishes

Lettuce

Most herbs
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SSIP is hiring Community Animators
Are you interested in
working with SSIP to
connect with residents?
Consider applying for a
Community Animator
position.
Community animators
work to get residents
involved in neighbourhood initiatives. SSIP is
looking for three part-time Community Animators to work with its sub-committees (Health,
Food Security and Resident Engagement). Anima-

tors will do outreach to residents and support
their involvement in SSIP’s initiatives.
This is a good opportunity to build experience in
community development and make connections
with local residents and organizations in Steeles
L’Amoreaux.
For more details see the job posting at
www.agincourtcommunityservices.com/job/
community-animator-ssip. The deadline for applications is May 27, 2016.

Upcoming SSIP meetings and events
General SSIP meeting
May 26, 2016 at 10:00 a.m.

Food Security Committee meeting
June 14, 2016 at 5:00 p.m.

Resident Engagement Committee meeting
June 8, 2016 at 1:00 p.m.

For more information, contact SSIP (below)

Neigbhourhood walk
June 11, 2016 at 11:00 a.m.

Connect with SSIP
Steeles L’Amoreaux Strength in Partnership (SSIP) is a network of organizations and residents in the
Steeles L’Amoreaux area (bound by Steeles Ave E., Kennedy Rd., Sheppard Ave. E., and Victoria Park
Ave.). The group was formed in 2006.
SSIP works to address community issues, connect residents with resources and strengthen resident
voice in shaping their community. We have four areas of focus: health, food security, resident engagement and employment. We welcome community members who are interested in joining the network.
You can get involved by participating in our sub-committees and helping to plan events and initiatives.
SSIP members discuss community concerns, share information on community programs and services
and collaborate on various initiatives tailored to residents’ needs and interests.
Steeles L’Amoreaux Strength in Partnership (c/o Agincourt Community Services Assoc.)
4155 Sheppard Ave. E., Suite 100, Scarborough, ON, M1S 1T4
t: 647-217-6020, f: 416-321-6922, e: fkaren@agincourtcommunityservices.com

